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PIERCE COUNTY FIRE COMMISSIONERS’ ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES February 28, 2019 

Central Pierce Fire & Rescue – 17520 22nd Ave E, Tacoma 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER – FLAG SALUTE 
President O Harra Buttz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the flag salute. 
 
WELCOME and THANK YOU TO HOST 
President O Harra Buttz thanked Central Pierce for hosting tonight’s meeting.  Chief Karns 
welcomed everyone to Central Pierce.  In the middle of going for levy lid lift failed one by 1.62%.  
Will be on the ballot again April 23rd.  If you send any initiatives in, keep a close eye on it, there 
was a snafu with language.  Not even close to what we had submitted, the Prosecutor’s Office 
changed the wording.  Attorney Quinn stated the person that had been doing the ballot titles had 
retired.   
 
ROLL CALL – SELF-INTRODUCTIONS   
Roll was taken with self-introductions, according to the sign-in sheet, 8 Districts were represented 
by 25 attendees made up of Commissioners, Chiefs, Secretaries and/or visitors.   
 
PROGRAM – Pierce County Auditor Julie Anderson 
Moved to later in the meeting as speaker is not here yet. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Commissioner Rankin moved and Commissioner Cathey seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MINUTES OF January 24, 2019 MEETING and Treasurer’s Report – See attached 
It was moved by Commissioner Rankin and seconded by Commissioner Willis to approve the 
January 24, 2019 minutes and the Treasurer’s Report (see attached copy on backside of 
Agenda) as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
SGT. AT ARMS – NAME BADGES 
Commissioner Allison not present.  President O’Harra Buttz collected money from those without 
badges. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 
 
REGULAR REPORTS: 
a) Regional Representative Report – Gene Dobry 
Not present.  Commissioner Rankin reported the Health Insurance passed their audit.  In the 
process of hiring a new auditor.  Discussed Clearwater Resort for March 2nd training session.  Will 
be there for the next 2 years, currently 75 people signed up.  Nicer than Ocean Shores.  March 
16th in Spokane at Davenport Hotel there are only 22 people signed up, need 25 in order to hold 
the class.  Chelan, June 1st has 150 people signed up so far.  Last year there were 230 
attendees.  Discussed replacement of Sandy and Nora.  Will be testing and hiring Sandy’s job 
first and then Nora’s a month later.  Hope to have done by May. 
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PROGRAM – Pierce County Auditor Julie Anderson 
Vice President Sutich introduced PC Auditor Julie Anderson interested to know changes in State 
Legislature that take effect this year to be aware of.  2018 Legislative session was busy and 
passed a collection of voter registration bills and voter rights bills.  Where does Washington state 
rank in terms of voter turn out?  10-13 typically.  Registered voters percentage? 83% of eligible 
voters are registered which leaves 17% to capture.  Don’t have a registration problem, we have a 
participation problem.  Legislature turned attention to voter registration last year – June this year 
automatic voter registration goes into effect.  Motor Voter – any public assistance or for last 25 
years.  Now automatically registered to vote and have to opt out if you don’t want to register to 
vote.  Same day registration – means up until 8 pm on election day can get registered to vote and 
vote.  1 deadline that is left is online registration and mail in paper registration is 8 days, in person 
can walk right up until 8 pm day of election.  Going to cause a lot of problems in 2020.  In 
negotiations with Cheney stadium for election day as the Annex building can’t handle the influx 
with everything else going on that day.  Elections will become more costly as will be mailing out 
more ballots.  Prepaid postage is going to become the law of the land and that will increase the 
cost as well.  If using the post office, mail 4 days before an election to ensure it gets to Elections 
Office in time.  3rd voter registration bill that passed is 16 and 17 year old preregistration, opt in, 
and put in system and suspended until eligible to vote.  Transitory group, their signatures are bad 
and don’t think it will increase turn out.  It also creates more data to manage and increase the 
universe of the ballots that get mailed.  Last year letters from the Auditors Office – voting rights 
act passed – allows citizens to go to court, legal action, to say discrimination in district and under 
represented individuals not getting elected to office.  Any population over 1,000 can happen in.  
Expecting it to happen in school districts first.  District elections are the most popular and 
translation is the next.  Going live with new voter registration database this year in June.  Near 
real time visibility to see voter registrations.  Election infrastructure is ranked up with airports, 
utilities, etc.  Drop Boxes bill in 2017 to expand number and specific about where to put them.  
Every town and city and census designated location in the State.  18 additional at $10,000 each 
and legislature didn’t fund. Now considering bill of relieving of that bill.  Partnering with UWT on 
strategies, economists and political research, find makes it easier and appreciated by those who 
vote.  Presidential Primary bill that moves to March 24th.  Secretary of State and County Auditor 
fought and lost that fight.  If undeclared not a party member, you can’t vote.  Senate Bill 1752 
handout – move to May from summer which would move candidate filing to February.  If that is 
done, it steps all over the April election which is not good to have 2 elections at once.  Trying to 
get the bill amended.  Proposing to put April election in August where Primary was so it doesn’t 
mess up the election calendar.  Census is coming. 396 days until census day.  Census drives 
congressional seats and federal dollars for funding.  For every person that is not counted, PC 
loses $1,900 per year, per head.  Expecting 60% to self-respond on the computer.  Opens in 
March and send everyone postcards to go online and take survey.  Not doing translations for top 
3 in PC - Cambodian, Ukrainian or Korean.  The Association thanked Julie for her presentation. 
 
b) Legal - Joe and/or Eric Quinn 
Reported CPFR went through a legal process to change their name legally from PCFD #6 to 
Central Pierce Fire & Rescue.  EPFR did a couple of years ago.  Easy process to do.  County 
Council did not pass along to the other departments.  Firehouse Lawyer is coming out soon.  
Clearwater Casino Seminar – Eric and he are speaking.  March 16th in Spokane, signed up for 
that as well.  FMLA follow up – one of county prosecutors for legal opinion.  Elected Officials are 
exempt from being considered employee.  Think employment security office is wrong.  State Fire 
Chiefs working on webinar process on cooperative purchasing.   
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STANDING COMMITTEES: 
a) Fire Chiefs Association - Dan Rankin / Tom Sutich 
Commissioner Sutich reported rep from Red Cross was at meeting and talked about smoke alarm 
program.  Jim Jaques from EPFR talked about tri county group talked to him and will report to us 
in a few months.  

b) Legislative - Dale Mitchell 
Reported met a week ago today.  Last Friday cut off for one set of bills and tomorrow is cut off for 
money bills or financing, etc.  Couple talked about SB1115 and HB1170 ? – risk mobilization – 
sunset law expires this year.  Other one concerned about HB1912 benefits of pension and 
contribution of volunteer firefighters.  HB1958 aviation assistance on wildfires.  Bid limits talked 
about HB1617.  Report out tomorrow of all remaining bills and status.  Meets again end of March.  
Session ends in April.   

c) Bates Technical College - Dan Rankin   
No report. 
 
d) Fund Raising Activities -  Ed Egan 
Commissioner Egan had Larry Nelson draw the winning ticket.  Commissioner Gorder had the 
winning ticket and won $ 27.00. 
 
e) Annual Picnic – DORMANT - Bill Eckroth and Arlene Dannat 
Arlene reported numbers have been down the last few years and suggesting not have the picnic 
and put the money towards the end of the year Banquet.  Bill suggested to keep costs down have 
the picnic here at CPFR Station 60.  President O’Harra Buttz stated if we have the picnic then 
individuals would pay for their own meals if catered.  Up to the body to decide.  Egan stated 5 or 
10 years ago went to Browns Point and the volunteers cooked steaks and it was real nice.  
Browns Point Improvement Club rental was $250.00.  Decision to be made next month. 
 
f) Annual Banquet – DORMANT - Mike Cathey 
 
g) Scholarship & Education - Tom Sutich / Stan Moffett 
Commissioner Moffett stated any scholarship requests get turned in to Denise.  They need to be 
submitted 2 months prior to conference/seminars, etc.   

h) Awards Committee – DORMANT – Sheila Niven 
 
i) Membership – Kevin Gorder 
No report.   
 
j) Programs – Tom Sutich 
Reported March speaker will be Russ McCallion with update on Community Paramedicine.    
 
k) Sunshine -  Arlene Dannat 
Reported card to Gustafson family for loss of his wife. 
 
l) NAEFO – Gerry Gustafson 
No report. 
 
m) Nominating – DORMANT - Dan Rankin / Sheila Niven 
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n) Audit – DORMANT - Dan Rankin / Margaret O’Harra Buttz 
 
o) SS911 Committee – Dan Rankin 
Reported short meeting not much was discussed.  March and April going to 6 original group 
people on new governance structure, voting in May. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
SS911 Representative Election Committee 

1.  Two (2) year term 
2. Elect Director and alternate 
3. No one from Central Pierce or West Pierce (at this time) 
4. Approve process at February meeting 
5. Nominations held at March and April meetings 
6. Election during April meeting 

a. Top vote getter = Director 
b. 2nd highest vote getter = Alternate 

7. Term begins in July 2019 
 
Vice President Sutich moved to accept process presented.  Commissioner Rankin seconded the 
motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Nothing at this time. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
Commissioner Rankin shared that the memorial for Gerry Gustafson’s wife, Sally, will be held on 
March 17th at 2:00 pm at Christ Episcopal Church, 210 5th ST SW, Puyallup. 
 
Commissioner Davies reported Key Peninsula Fire Chief Guy Allen has retired.  Hired a firm to do 
an Executive search.  Conditional offer to Dustin Morrow (sp?) comes from Tualatin Valley.  Start 
date should be April 1st. 
 
Commissioner Egan stated he would like to propose have some kind of gift (pen or mug, etc.) for 
guest speakers.  Threshold on dollar amount.  Commissioner Cathey stated a couple of years 
ago there were PC challenge coins.  Commissioner Egan to research and report next month. 
 
ADJOURN 
There being no further business, it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
Denise Menge,  
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
2019 Meeting Dates and Locations: 
January 24, 2019 - FPD # 5 – Gig Harbor – 10222 Bujacich Rd NW                                                       
February 28, 2019 – FPD # 6 – Central Pierce – 17520 22nd Ave E, Tacoma 
March 28, 2019 – FPD # 22 – East Pierce – 18421 Veterans Memorial Dr, Bonney Lake 
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April 25, 2019 – FPD # 13 – Browns/Dash Point – 4815 Wa-Tau-Ga Ave NE 
May 23, 2019 – FPD # 18 – Orting Valley – 401 Washington Ave SE 
June 27, 2019 – FPD # 16 – Key Peninsula – 8911 Key Peninsual Hwy KPN 
July 25, 2019 – BBQ –                                            
August 22, 2019 – FPD # 21 – Graham – 23014 70th Ave E 
Sept. 26, 2019 – FPD # 17 South Pierce – Sta. 171 302 McNaught St, Roy 
October 24, 2019 - NO MEETING – STATE CONFERENCE 
November 21, 2019 – FPD #3 – West Pierce – 5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
     (3rd Thursday due to 4th Thursday being Thanksgiving) 
December 5, 2019 – NO MEETING – ANNUAL BANQUET 


















	fca 2019-02-28 Mtg minutes
	fca 2019-02-28 mtg mins attachments

